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Eagle’s Basketball
begins new year
with conference
games, battled
on the road in
December

Dr. Mary Cullinan
shares goals for EWU in
upcoming months, such
as NCUR and legislation
By Jeff Bunch

Photo by Jessica Hawley
EWU Basketball player Drew Brandon dribbles the ball down the court while passing a block from Weber State player Chris Golden on Jan. 1.

Men’s team goes 3-3 at the end of a non-conference game streak
By Elohino Theodore
senior sports reporter

at halftime. In the second
half, Eastern scored 43 points
to get the victory.
Head coach Jim Hayford
told goeags.com how important this road victory was. “It
was a great win,” said Hayford. “I told the team that a
lot of crazy stuff can happen
on the road, and we didn’t
let it happen.”
On Dec. 11, EWU
earned their fifth straight
victory with a road win at
the University of San Francisco, 81-76.
Harvey hit the 1,000
point mark in his collegiate career and finished
with 19 points for the game.
Miljkovic had 20 points
and Jois chipped in with 15
points and 11 rebounds.
EWU’s win streak ended
on Dec. 14 where the Eagles fell to the University of
Washington, 81-77. Televised

The EWU men’s basketball team competed in their
final set of non-conference
games and also began conference play on Jan. 1.
During the holiday season, the Eagles competed
on the road for most of
their games.
Eastern defeated Seattle
University, 87-75, on Dec. 6.
Junior forward Venky Jois
had another 38 point performance to go with his seven
rebounds and three blocks.
Senior guard Drew Brandon
finished with 11 assists and
12 rebounds. Junior guard
Tyler Harvey had 18 points,
while Ognjen Miljkovic
helped out with 14 points.
The Eagles outscored Seattle University, 44-25, in the
first half for a 19-point lead

on the Pac-12 Networks,
Eastern led for almost 35
minutes until the Huskies
came storming back in the
end of the second half with a
7-0 run.
Harvey scored 21 points
and grabbed five rebounds.
Miljkovic had 14 points. Jois
finished with 13 points, eight
rebounds, three steals and
two blocks. Brandon had 16
points, nine rebounds and
three assists.
“In those last four minutes, [the University of Washington] made two big time
threes,” Hayford told goeags.
com. “We came up empty on
a couple of possessions. That
was the difference.”
Eastern lost their second straight game on Dec.
16 at Sam Houston State

“

Photo by Jessica Hawley

We had the opportunity to learn
from our mistakes and that helped
better us for Big Sky play.
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Tyler Harvey

EWU basketball player

Washington state minimum wage increased in 2015
By Jasmine Ari Kemp
news editor

Minimum Wage Per State
(As of 1/1/2015)

WA:
$9.47

MT:
$8.05

OR:
$9.25

CA:
$9.00

WY:
$5.15

ID:
$7.25

NV:
$8.25

UT:
$7.25

Graphic by Joseph Weeden
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As Washingtonians rang
in the new year with their
craft beer and pizzas, the
state’s minimum wage increased yet again.
The new wage is $9.47,
an increase of 13 cents from
2014’s rate of $9.32.
Washington boasts the
highest minimum wage in the
nation, according to Washington State Department of
Labor and Industries.
Regulated by Initiative
688, which voters approved
in 1998, the state must “increase the wage rate by the
rate of inflation.”
So while wages in 2007
increased by 30 cents, in
2010 the wage stayed static. Fluctuations in minimum wage are based on

calculations provided by
the Department of Labor
and Industries using the
consumer price index for
urban wage earners and
clerical workers.
The United States Bureau of Labor Statistics
(BLS) sends out “economic
assistants” to collect information on prices of goods
and services from doctors
offices to local supermarkets and even universities.
During a single month,
80,000 products are reviewed based on price,
quality and quantity.
These values are doublechecked by what the BLS
calls, “commodity specialists.” If something looks
haywire, they make necessary changes to those values. Then the values get
compared with surveys tak-

en by consumers as well as
census data. A few mathematical equations later and
the bureau sends out the information to be published.
Unlike
Washington’s
labor and industries department dealing with
complicated
algorithms,
EWU relies on a computer
program that finds all the
students who are working
minimum wage and increases their pay.
The most student employment has to deal with, said
Sheryl O’Keefe, a consultant
at EWU Employment, is reminding supervisors that
they do not need to provide
any extra information on
their student workers.
“It’s just a press of the button … and [human resources]
gives us a call and tells us it’s
done,” O’Keefe said.

Dear Campus Community:
January is always exciting as we begin a new academic term
and a new
year.
We’re energized and
motivated,
fueled by all
those festive
Cullinan
feasts and
holiday cookies. I hope you enjoyed a wonderful break: now
we’ll be going at full speed for
the next five months.
We continue to work on
powerful support and retention programs for current students while building a terrific new entering
class for fall 2015.
We’re continuing to
plan expansion for the
Critical Foundations and
First Year Experience programs, and we’re exploring new degree pathways
to help students graduate
in a timely fashion.
We’re designing effective
advising support for students and professional support for faculty and staff.
We’re developing strategies for increasing student scholarships.
We’re preparing the campus for the FIRST Robotics
Regional Competition in
April, the nearly 4,000 students who will be here for
NCUR (the National Council
on Undergraduate Research)
also in April, and the NWCCU seventh year accreditation site visit in May.
We’re also preparing for
a tough legislative session,
which begins January 12.
This will entail, as always, serious conversations
with legislators about the
critical importance of supporting higher education
even while the state faces an
array of funding challenges.
Thank you for all you
do. The work we do together is critically important for
the students and communities of Washington.
Best wishes for a Happy
New Year. It’s going to be
fabulous!
Dr. Mary Cullinan

To see earlier posts from
the EWU President, visit
“Cullinan’s Corner” on
sites.ewu.edu.
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Upcoming Events:
January
Jan. 8: Winter Quarter Movie:
Kick-off winter quarter with a
movie night starting at 7 p.m.
Eagle Entertainment is hosting
a showing of “Alexander and
the Terrible, Horrible, No Good,
Very Bad Day.”A showing will
also be at EWU Riverpoint
campus on Jan. 9 at 7 p.m. For
more information, email
sail@ewu.edu.

Jan. 8: The EWU Young
Professionals Network is
sponsoring a professional event
at the Spokane Civic Theatre
from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. Tickets
available at alumni.ewu.edu.
Jan. 13: Cracked, Not Broken:
Kevin Hines, author and
suicide survivor, will present in
Showalter Auditorium at 7 p.m.
about his memoir and mental
health awareness.

WEATHER UPDATE
Students are encouraged to
sign up for the EWU Alert
system to receive texts about
weather in Cheney, as well
as university closures. Please
visit ewu.edu/alerts to register.
Students can also follow
@EWUNews on Twitter.
For the most up-to-date events
in Cheney and Spokane,
follow us: @EasternerOnline

Mudd Review: Best
Video Games of 2014
Chris Mudd reviews
the best video games
of 2014, page 4
Graphic by Joseph Weeden
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Wednesday, Jan. 07

•Wednesday Night Contra
Dance at 1428 W. 9th Ave. no
partner necessary. Beginner’s
workshop begins at 7:15 p.m.
Costs $5-$7. For more information, call 509-747-2460.

January 7, 2015

Thursday, Jan. 08

Thursday, Jan. 08

Friday, Jan. 09

•Incantation with Funerus,
Rutah, Xingaia and In Defiance
perform. An all-ages death
metal concert.

•All ages Open Jazz Jam with Erik
Bowen at 201 S. Main St. Event is
free and will feature live music.

•Sammy Kershaw, Aaron Tippin
and Darryl Worley perform as part
of the “Roots and Boots” country
music tour. Tickets available at
box office: 509-481-6700.

7 p.m. | Bucer’s Coffeehouse Pub
7 p.m. | The Hop

7:30 p.m. | Northwest Quest
Casino

7:30 p.m. | Women’s Club of
Spokane

Landscape maintenence combats ice and snow
By Shawntelle Moncy
staff writer

and apartments near campus
as well. All the way to Brewster Hall, which is considered a
Winter is underway, and part of campus.
according to Jeff Toulou, landAccording to Karen Wichscape maintenance supervisor, man, director of facilities serEastern’s maintenance team is vices, the last time campus
always keeping a steady eye on shut down because of snowfuture weather to prepare for fall was during the 2009-2010
hazardous conditions.
school year.
The regular shift for Tou“I’ve seen them close it
lou’s maintenance crew is 6 when there’s four inches of
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,
snow,” said Wichbut when it snows
man. “I’ve seen
“I’ve seen them
significantly, the
them keep it open
close it when
team shows up
when there’s 12
at 3:30 a.m. and there’s four inches inches of snow.”
works until the job
“Every snowof snow ... I’ve
is done, according
fall’s
different,”
seen them keep
to Toulou.
said Toulou. “It
“We try to plan
also depends on
it open when
ahead,” said Toulou.
when it falls.”
there’s 12 inches
“We try to watch
Sometimes
it
the weather, and if
is up to students’
of snow.”
there’s any chance
professors to canof snow when it’s
cel classes based
already snowed, we
on the conditions
plan on 3:30 a.m.”
of the roads, says
The maintenance
Wichman.
But
EWU landscape
crew uses a wide
when the snow or
maintenence supervisor
variety of materials
ice becomes too
and machinery to
much for maintede-ice campus such
nance to keep up
as sand, liquid de-icer and granu- with, the entire campus will
lar de-icer. The decision on which shut down. Sometimes the PUB
de-icing material to use depends or the Rec Center will remain
on the type of snow or ice on the open for students who live on
ground and the weather, accord- campus so they will have someing to Toulou.
thing to do and a place to eat.
“It just takes a couple of deAs for student transportagrees to change roads to ice,” tion, when snowfall becomes
said Toulou.
more intense, alternate snow
The most important areas routes may be available, acto clear off on campus are the cording to STA’s winter operaPUB and parking lots where tions which can be found on
people walk and drive through spokanetransit.com.
a lot, according to Toulou. They
Wichman recommends signmaintain some townhouses ing up for E-Alert, which is a

Karen
Wichman

Illustration by Lauren Campbell

system that sends texts to students’ phones when classes
are cancelled. To sign up for

E-Alerts, visit ewu.edu/alerts
and create an account.
There is also an Eastern

phone line, (509) 359-SNOW, to
keep students informed on the
current snow situation.

Universities reconsider procedure for Riverfront Park Ice
Palace offers extended
sexual assault cases after scandal
By Katie Dunn
staff writer

Questionable reporting of a
fraternity rape case has universities reevaluating how rape cases
are handled.
Rolling Stone's original article, “A Rape on Campus,” published on Nov. 19, 2014, featured
a University of Virginia woman’s story about being gangraped by seven Phi Kappa Psi
fraternity members. The article
also highlighted UVA’s history
of apathy toward sexual assaults
on campus.
On Dec. 5, 2014, Rolling Stone
announced it found “discrepancies” in the story and said it was
wrong of them to publish the story without reporting both sides.
Inconsistencies reported included the number of people
involved in the gang-rape, descriptions of the attackers, a
text message and Phi Kappa Psi
saying it had no parties during
the time period the rape was
said to occur.
According to USA Today,

the Rolling Stone magazine has
Quintin Barnard, 2015 presipeople doubting the rape accu- dent of the Sigma Phi Epsilon
sation as the new facts surface, fraternity Washington Gamma
but UVA President Teresa Sulli- chapter at EWU, said SigEp
van will continue to focus on im- members took seminars about
proving university procedures.
sexual assault and sex in generBecause the article put into ques- al during Fall and Spring quartion UVA’s handle on student safety, ters in 2014.
the university is assessUVA fraternities
ing itself.
“Fraternities have been affected
George
Martin,
are supposed by the article.
rector of the UniversiThe University of
to build better Virginia
ty of Virginia’s board
suspended all
men, that's
of visitors, made a
Greek Life activities
public statement that
what we stand after the story came
the Virginia Attorney for at SigEp ...” out and The WashingGeneral selected an
ton Times reported on
independent counsel
Nov. 20, 2014, that the
to review the univerUVA's Phi Kappa Psi
sity’s policy, practices
fraternity house had all
and procedures in reits first-floor windows
2015 president of
gard to sexual assault.
smashed and hate
Sigma Phi Epsilon
“The safety of our
messages painted on
students is our first
the walls.
and foremost prior“Fraternities are
ity,” said Martin.
supposed to build better men,
At EWU, fraternity members that's what we stand for at
must stay up to date on sexual SigEp, and to see that a fraterniassault prevention.
ty would fall so low just breaks
“On our campus, probably my heart,” said Barnard. “But I
the most educated students also know that after hearing now
around [sexual assault] issues that [the article] is kind of false,
are sororities and fraternities,” it kind of makes me feel like
said Tricia Hughes, director people still don’t have a good
for Health, Wellness and Pre- view of fraternities, to the point
vention Services. “Their na- where they would just take a
tional chapters and guidelines woman, a source, and not gathhere at Eastern call for them to er as much information. They
get sexual assault education at just assume it’s true because it's
least quarterly.”
a fraternity.”

Quintin
Barnard

family fun for winter

Graphic by Kayla Lee

By Jaclyn Archer
eagle life editor
Outdoor skating rinks are not
just fixtures of holiday romance
movies or Mayberry-esque,
small towns. In fact, outdoor
skating rinks dot the United
states from San Diego to New
York City, and Spokane has one
of its own: the Riverfront Park Ice
Palace, located at Riverfront Park
on 507 N. Howard St.
Although not free to students,
like the URC Ice Arena, the outdoor rink at Riverfront Park may
be a close alternative for commuting students and families, particularly for those who live in Spokane.
Fees for the athletic amenities are included in student
tuition, and students living on
campus would have to drive
25 minutes out of their way to
make it to the outdoor rink.
The Ice Palace, located at the
heart of downtown Spokane, offers inexpensive opportunities
for skating, curling and drop-in
hockey Tuesday through Sunday from 11 a.m to 5 p.m., with
extended hours on Wednesdays
and Thursdays 7-8:30 p.m. and
Fridays and Saturdays, 7-10 p.m.
Adult admission is $5, which
is reduced to $3.50 for children 12
and younger, seniors and those
with military ID. Season passes are

available for $45 for all ages.
For those who do not have
their own skates, rentals are available for $3.50 a pair. Those without
skill need not be deterred either, as
group, private and family skating
lessons are available for $40-$65.
Drop-in hockey is only available on Thursdays to those 16
years and older from 8:45-10
p.m. Minors must have a signed
waiver from a legal guardian.
Adults may also play hockey on
Wednesdays during the same
time slot. Sessions are $7 a night.
The Ice Palace may also be rented for events for a per-hour rate of
$185 and a $3 skate rental group
rate (individual rate remains $3.50
for group events).
The Ice Palace is expected to
remain open until March 1.
The URC Ice Arena also offers drop-in hockey, drop-in
figure skating and a free basics skating course to Eastern
students and employees, Tuesdays from 5-6:45 p.m.
Cold weather alone need not
preclude one from outdoor activity. The URC Ice Arena and the
Riverfront Park Ice Palace offer an
alternative to the gym, or jogging,
which can be dangerous in slick
conditions. Skating, curling and
hockey are rigorous sports that
may be enjoyed with friends and
family, adults and children.
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Saturday, Jan. 10

Saturday, Jan. 10

Sunday, Jan. 11

Tuesday, Jan. 13

•The fifth annual Reel Spokane
Winter 2015 Short Film Event
at 25 West Main Avenue #150,
Spokane. Reel Spokane is still
accepting short film submissions
at http://www.reelspokane.org/.
Costs $8.

•The Round #4, a showcase of
music, slam poetry, and visual
arts, featuring musicians Erik Walters from Silver Torches, Marshall
McLean and Eliza Johnson; poet
Lauren Gilmore, and artist Chris
Dreyer, at 228 W. Sprague Ave.

•A Human Trafficking Candle Light
Vigil, preceded by an art walk
through in honor of National Human Trafficking Prevention Month.
Event is sponsored by Lutheran
Community Services Northwest
and Partners through Arts.

•The Women’s and Gender Studies Department Presents “The
Clark Doll Experiment: How Race/
Ethnicity and Gender Influence
the Perceptions of Pursuing College in Washington State.”

7:30 p.m. | Magic Lantern

8 p.m. | The Bartlett

3 p.m. | River Park Square

12 p.m. | Monroe 207

The Easterner is now hiring non-work study positions!
The Easterner is the student-led, student-run news organization at
Eastern Washington University. We print a weekly publication and
continuously update our website (easterneronline.com).
The mission of The Easterner is to inform the students, faculty, staff
and nearby residents of Eastern Washington University of the
governance, activities and views of the campus while providing a
learning environment for students interested in journalism and
related fields.

We are currently hiring the following position(s):
Staff Writer
Opinion Editor
Apply for a position through EagleAXIS today!
For questions and more information, contact us at easterner.me@gmail.com.

Enroll in JRNM 100 – Easterner Staff course today!
This 3-credit course requires students to engage in reporting and editorial
assignments on the staff of The Easterner.

The independent, student-run news site of Eastern Washington University

Check us out
at

online

EasternerOnline.com
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Don't agree? Tweet us what your favorite video game was from 2014 @EasternerOnline.

Mudd rates top four video games of 2014
By Chris Mudd
staff writer

population control robots,
the game grounds itself
with a truly superb story.
Next comes “Hearthstone,” Blizzard's take
on the online card game
genre. While originally
an internal side project
for Blizzard’s own employees, the game has
transformed into a money-making powerhouse,
and for good reason. The
gameplay feels fun and
rewarding, as most Blizzard games do, but its
simplicity is what keeps
me playing. No online
match is ever truly intimidating, and every victory
feels well earned. They recently released a “Goblins
vs Gnomes” expansion set
that introduces more randomness and luck to the
equation, which brings
about another layer of fun
into the game.
Nintendo’s
fantastic
MarioKart 8 takes the next
spot. Nintendo has gotten quite good at making
games that are both nostalgic and cutting edge.
The kart racing genre has
never been so much fun
to play and is easily the
best in an already fantastic franchise. And with
the recent DLC release allowing the use of famous
“Legend of Zelda” charac-

2014 was a year that
brought some real gems
to the video game world.
There were plenty of
cookie-cutter shoot-’emups, but for every 20 or
so of them, a truly spectacular game appeared.
Therefore, in no particular
order, I present my top
games of 2014.
The first breaks free of
the typical shooter formula by focusing entirely on
a single-player campaign,
rather than include some
lackluster
multi-player mode to enthrall the
younger shooter fan base.
“Wolfenstein:
The
New Order” is a wonderful adventure in an alternate timeline where the
Nazis win World War II
and you’re forced to fight
a rebellion against their
robotically enhanced government. Nazi enemies
have lost their edge in recent years, but the game
really makes you fear
them in a video game for
the first time in years.
While harkening back
to previous Wolfenstein
titles by using over-thetop weapons and ridiculous action set pieces like
fighting
building-sized

Illustration by Joseph Weeden

ter Link, “MarioKart 8” is
my favorite party game of
the year.
Lastly comes Matt Stone
and Trey Parker’s “South
Park: The Stick of Truth.”
The game brings your own
created character into the

world of “South Park,” and
it feels and looks exactly
like a standard episode of
the television show with all
the vulgarity and fart jokes
we’ve come to expect. The
RPG elements are incorporated well into the story

and, frankly, surprised me
with their depth. For a video game based on “South
Park,” I'm floored by how
well thought out it was.
Definitely check this one
out, if you haven’t already.
All in all, 2014 brought

not only a new console
generation, but also a new
generation of innovative
and fun games and franchises. With the new year
upon us, the potential of
video games has never
been so optimistic.

‘Into the Woods’ poorly translated from Broadway

The root of the problem: character-heavy play becomes “unfocused and bland” on the silver screen

Photos courtesy of Walt Disney Company

By Chris Mudd
staff writer
“Into the Woods” is Hollywood’s latest endeavor of translating a popular
and iconic broadway musical into a film.
The cast is comprised of several A-

list celebrities including Meryl Streep,
Chris Pine and Anna Kendrick.
I’ll admit that seeing actors like
Pine, who don’t normally sing, give
a musical a shot was entertaining,
but the overall product felt insincere
and rushed.

I went into the theater with previous knowledge of the musical and was
concerned that the sheer mass of characters would not work in the film format. Therein lies the first big problem
of the movie: “Into the Woods” follows
a large cast of classical fairy tale char-

acters, but because there is no real main
character, the story feels unfocused and
bland. In a stage musical, the audience
can forgive these kinds of sins due to
the spectacle of seeing the songs performed live on stage.
“Into the Woods” simply does not
make a good film by the nature of the
story it is trying to tell.
For example, when the camera sits on
a person for an extended shot in most
films it enhances the sense of reality the
story world is intended to exist in, such
as the long shots in in the film “Gravity.” In this case, it just enhanced my
boredom. Meryl Streep as the witch can
only spin around and disappear in a
whirl of dust two or three times before it
gets predictable and repetitive.
However, there are some shining
moments that were particularly fun to
watch. I was thoroughly entertained by
the prince characters. Chris Pine really
steals the show in this one. His arrogance was hilarious.
The score itself was lovely, although
the wordiness of the musical doesn’t do
the soundtrack any favors. The writer of
the original show, Stephen Sondheim,
did his best to make the film work, but
his lyrics really hold the musical back
from being truly great.
Overall, the trip “Into the Woods”
was a trip not worth making.

UNIVERSITY APARTMENTS
Discover the family and Graduate Apartment Community of
Eastern Washington University.
GRADUATE STUDENTS
MARRIED COUPLES
FAMILY STUDENTS

$365-$645

1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM UNITS

6 MG Internet

Expanded Basic cable

509.359.2452
124 TAWANKA HALL

Accepting Financial Aid

Do you tweet?
We want
to follow you.

@EasternerOnline
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January 2015 Horoscopes
Aries: This month started with a focus
on work and responsibilities, but this will
quickly transition to social life and making
yourself happy by any means necessary. Aries are known for their initiative and leadership capabilities, and this month will be a
great time to exercise these talents. Focus on accessing
the fire inside and joining with others to rally for something you feel truly passionate about. Your heart’s desire
is the driving force this month and there will be chances
to start fresh in relationships. Be prepared at the end of
the month to slow down and let what you’ve started unfold naturally.

Leo: This month is not the time to go it
alone. The focus will be on establishing a
solid foundation to support you in the future. Take time to self-care, improve health
conditions and break bad habits. Meeting
new people and gaining new experiences
will expand your perspective for the better. Taking care
of established relationships is just as important, and actively promoting harmony in these relationships will ensure they last you through any hard times to come.

Sagittarius: You may have started the
month in a comfortable bubble, but this bubble is about to burst. After all this rest you may
feel the urge for action and to pursue various interests. This month is great for learning, studying and making new connections.
Home life might feel more demanding than usual and
the need to focus on yourself and adventure may tempt
you to shirk responsibility. Remember: haste is waste, and
leaving those you love in the dust will not help you down
the line. Focusing on developing control and structure in
your daily life will bring the most benefits.

Taurus: The urge to cultivate new experiences is strong now, but current responsibilities can feel hindering. Maintaining
your reputation is important to you, even if
you would rather be off adventuring. Now
is a good time to start learning new things
that interest you to fill a well of knowledge you can use
later down the road. New connections made this month
will be extremely enlightening and beneficial. By the end
of the month those burdensome responsibilities will start
to take care of themselves.

Virgo: The growing drive to take care of
business will ensure this month is a productive one. Sorting out the details in daily affairs is very important to you, but the danger
of this nagging drive to get things done may
end up canceling out all your productivity.
You need to find the balance between action and taking
time to relax — both are necessary for success. Constant
action without rest may produce setbacks that sap your
energy. Do not forget your needs and pay careful attention to time management. The end of this month will be a
good time to begin a new chapter and start anew.

Capricorn: You are still climbing the ladder of success this month. Energy will be focused on developing business plans, gaining
money and resources, and other useful activities to continue building your empire. An
independence streak may be coming on, but
your hands are still tied with others. If you feel you are
indebted to others it may be a good time to clear things
up, that way the severing of ties may be facilitated and
you can fly freer toward the end of the month. Keeping
things in order and caring for important valuables will
take up most of your energy.

Gemini: January began with the focus
turned inward and personal matters of utmost importance. This focus will quickly
turn outward and you may find yourself
inclined to reach out to others. Geminis are
butterflies with a thirst for knowledge and
this month will feel natural for expanding your social
network and spectrum of knowledge. Gaining new experiences and connections will inspire you to plan adventures and pursue ambitions for increased mental connections with others.

Libra: These past months your energy
may have been focused internally, which
was surely refreshing for you dear Libra.
This month the energy you have accumulated will be ready to outpour into romantic
and creative pursuits. Starting new projects
with creative intent will be very successful. Enlivening your
current relationships will also bring about desired results.
Your creative and artistic mind can shake things up in your
daily life and establish refreshing changes for months to
come. Working with others will bring double the benefits.

Aquarius: If you have been neglecting
important duties or your health, the necessity of these things will become apparent this
month. The sun will soon be shining through
your sign so it is necessary to get yourself in
tip-top shape that way you can shine on center stage toward
the end of this month. This will be the time to ask for what
you want -- for you shall surely receive. You are allowed
a fresh start, and self-promotion should bring magical results. Going off in whatever direction you desire is favorable and will set things up for an exciting year.

Cancer: Lately your focus may have been
tied up in your relationships and responsibilities to others, but as the month goes on
the focus on personal needs increases. Desires that have taken the back burner will
now come into full view. January will be a good time for
self-healing, alone-time and seeking deeper understanding of oneself so as to create deeper connections with
others. Stand up for yourself moonchild, for you can
only focus on others for so long before you need to take
time to care for your equally important needs.

Scorpio: You may have been a busy-body
lately, but this month the focus will turn to
the home and personal matters. The chance to
start fresh will appear this month, so take advantage of this time to deal with any personal
matters you may have been avoiding. Spend
time on hobbies, pastimes and other recreational activities you may have not paid attention to lately. Do not
doubt your instincts this month; they will guide you in
the right direction. Taking time to slow down and center
yourself will be beneficial.

Pisces: The past months may have left
you feeling overwhelmed and needing rest.
Things will quickly change pace this month.
You may feel you have the energy to be
bolder and more assertive pursuing your
desires. Taking risks is favorable now and a
romantic epiphany may burst into view. Career opportunities may be coming up now as well. This month is an
inspiring time to fulfil your dreams, so do not hide away
from the world. The potential for envisioning creative
business ideas and making money will make this a busy
and exciting month if you choose to seize the day.

Illustrations by www.freepik.com
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EWU Greek Life a tool for enhancing the college experience
By Nathan Peters
managing editor
With seven fraternities and eight sororities on campus, Eastern has provided
tools for students to take charge of their
college experience.
Through intramural sports,
networking, leadership opportunities,
academic support
and philanthropy
and community
service, Greek organizations at Eastern are ways for
Peters
students to learn
valuable skills transferrable throughout
college and beyond.
While Greek life comes with many

stereotypes, there are actual benefits and
positive things these Greek organizations
bring to their campuses and communities that are neither noticed nor recognized. At Eastern, Greek life participates
in community outreach projects such as
“Rake a Difference,” where groups go
out and rake leaves in the surrounding
community during the fall.
Sterling Treacy, Gamma Phi Beta
president, said there are many stereotypes surrounding fraternities and sororities where students come to Eastern with
preconceived ideas and do not even go
through the recruitment process to see
what Greek life is really about. She said
her sorority provided her leadership opportunities, a home away from home and
helped her grow individually.
Fraternities and sororities are much
more than just a way to grow your so-

cial circle. The Greek organizations at
Eastern provide leadership opportunities, academic support and friendships
that better prepare its members for life
after college. Alumni of each Greek organization also are avenues of connections for members to network.
Chloe Jenkins, Alpha Omicron Pi
sorority member, said, “I think that
when you have a Greek community at
a school, especially at Eastern with it
being so small, it kind of brings students closer together.” She said she
would not have talked to nearly as
many people in the community if they
had not been a part of Greek life.
Through their members, Greek organizations are involved in many other
student clubs and organizations across
campus. Seven out of the 12 ASEWU
officers and three out of the five

ASEWU Supreme Court justices are
members of Greek organizations, with
some also holding executive positions
within their own Greek organizations.
Beta Theta Pi President Brendan
Hargrave said, “I think that if people
are looking to be greater than what
they are right now, then the Greek system provides that, it truly does. It’s not
going to do it for you, of course, but
it provides an avenue for you to reach
your goals and to create new ones.”
Eastern’s Greek system is a tool for
undergraduate students to enhance
their college experience through the opportunities the organizations provide.
Because what these organizations are
able to provide for students, I believe
there is a need for more Greek organizations on campus to improve and enhance students’ college experience.

Cheney and Spokane drivers need to revisit driver’s education
By Rebekah Frank
contributing writer
After the first snowfall of the year, I always wonder if some people have forgotten that when driving
in the snow, they need to be more
cautious than usual.
In Driver’s Education, my instructor taught us about safe following distances, the “point of no
return” at stop lights and at what
speed drivers should take turns.
After every lesson, he always
reminded the class that the rules
need to be adjusted when the
roads are slick. For example, the
Frank
normal following distance of four
seconds should be multiplied by two for slick roads.
As I drove home for the holidays on the snowcovered roads, I witnessed at least four car accidents
within 50 miles. When I reached my destination, I
heard on the news that Spokane nearly ran out of
ambulances due to all of the accidents that day.
People, when there is ice, snow or even rain on the
roads, they are going to be slick. You will not be able

to stop, turn or accelerate as fast as you normally
would. It is not that difficult to adjust your driving to
the conditions.
I am not saying that all accidents can be avoided.
I myself have been in one that I had absolutely no
control over, but I have also avoided many accidents
by being cautious. If you pay attention to your surroundings, you can adjust to them faster.
When people drive recklessly in the snow and ice,
they put other people into life-threatening situations.
Just in the month of December, I have almost been hit
three times due to drivers being reckless in icy conditions.
One of these times, I was driving on a road with
an extremely sharp turn; during normal conditions,
it should be taken at 25 miles per hour, but with ice
covering the road, it should be taken at 10 miles per
hour. As I approached the turn, I looked ahead to see
a pickup truck coming up on the turn way too fast.
I began to slow down to a stop, knowing that as
soon as that truck hit the ice, the vehicle would begin
to slide out of control. As the truck hit the ice and
began to slide, the driver could not regain control of
her vehicle and was headed straight for me.
I was saved by a small patch of dry pavement that

was a few feet from my car. When the truck hit the
dry spot, the driver was able to swerve and avoid my
car. If there hadn’t been a small space between the
trees where the sun could melt a small spot of ice, the
truck would have hit me.
Would it really have been that hard for the driver
to slow down? People need to pay attention while
driving, especially when there are other lives at risk
besides their own.
My suggestion is that people look ahead at the
roads and other traffic and adjust accordingly. If
there are ice patches, slow down. If other people
are speeding, slow down and give them more room.
If you have somewhere important to go, check the
whether and leave with enough time to drive slowly
and safely.
Preparing yourself for dangerous conditions during the winter months could make a huge difference in
someone’s life. Purchasing snow tires, or using chains,
improves traction and lowers the chances of sliding.
Small decisions such as these could save time and
lives. Pay attention and remember: It is better to be
safe instead of sorry.
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By Jaclyn Archer
eagle life editor
On Dec. 9, the Senate Select Intelligence Committee released a report on
the CIA’s use of “enhanced interrogation techniques” since 9/11, lambasting them as “improper,” “brutal” and
“in violation of
U.S. laws, treaty
obligations, and
our values.”
It turns out
that 58 percent of
Americans believe
torture can be justified “often” or at
least “sometimes,”
according to a
Washington PostArcher
ABC News poll
from last December. This isn’t surprising, as most people believe violence
against a few for the sake of many is
morally justifiable. It’s why we throw
around hypotheticals about using a
time machine to kill Hitler. Why respect the life of a Nazi when he plans
to murder millions of innocents?
As Americans, it’s easy to view the
unsavory detainees in Guantanamo
or CIA black sites as Nazis. After all,
they were picked up because they
were only a few degrees of separation
from terrorists like Osama bin Laden,
Saddam Hussein and the hijackers
who murdered thousands on 9/11.
Many argue that if we have a person in custody who knows a terrorist,
if this person is aware the terrorist
plans on taking American lives, if this
person is familiar with the terrorist’s
plans to do so and if this person will
only talk if we subject them to intense
pain, then by all means, make the pig
squeal. Bring on the waterboarding,
the rectal rehydration, the electrocution and beatings. Hang them by
their wrists till their shoulders are
permanently damaged and, like Senator John McCain, they can’t lift their

hands above heads.
But that’s a lot of “ifs.” Much of
the time, the CIA can’t be sure they’re
torturing the right person, with the
right information, in the right way.
And they know this.
McCain has repeatedly spoken
out against torture, most recently in
defense of the Senate report last December, based on his experiences as a
POW in North Vietnam where he was
held captive for five and a half years.
McCain is quoted in a Dec. 9, 2014
article in The Atlantic, saying, “[The
report] is a thorough and thoughtful
study of practices that I believe not
only failed their purpose — to secure
actionable intelligence to prevent further attacks on the U.S. and our allies
— but actually damaged our security
interests, as well as our reputation as
a force for good in the world.”
McCain also noted that a person
being tortured will often say whatever
they believe will appease their torturers and end their suffering.
He echoed the findings of internal
studies conducted by the CIA itself,
which conclude that coercive interrogations “do not produce intelligence”
and “will probably result in false
answers.”
Furthermore, the Senate’s review
of internal CIA documents found
many cases upheld by the agency as
examples of torture leading to actionable intelligence were misrepresented
to the government and the public.
For example, a man named Abu
Zubaydah was submitted to “enhanced interrogation” during the Bush
administration. He eventually gave
up information regarding dirty bomb
plans by a man named José Pedilla as
part of terror plan known as the “Tall
Buildings Plot.”
Unfortunately — or fortunately,
as the case may be — the dirty bomb
threat posed by Pedilla was no more
than “lore” extrapolated from a satirical online article titled “How to Make
an H-Bomb.” According to the New

York Times, which provided a link to
the Senate report, “The plot involved
swinging a bucket full of uranium
over one's head for 45 minutes. One
internal CIA email declared that such
a plot would most likely kill Mr. Padilla but ‘would definitely not result
in a nuclear explosive device.’”
Karachi Plots supposedly brought
to CIA attention through torture
turned out to be old news — intelligence the agency already had. The
same is true of the “Second Wave,” a
sister plot to the 9/11 attacks intending to blow up buildings on the west
coast: no new information was gained
through torture. Other informants the
agency claimed were instrumental in
securing America gave up valuable
intel before they were tortured, but
not after.
It’s not as though the CIA doesn’t
have any alternatives. A study published last year by psychology professor Jane Goodman-Delahunty of
Charles Sturt University researched
the efficacy of interrogation methods
used on suspected members of the
Tamil Tigers and the Islamist group
Ansar al Ismal.
According to the BPS Research
Digest, Delahunty found that, “Disclosure was 14 times more likely to
occur early in an interrogation when a
rapport-building approach was used.
Confessions were four times more
likely when interrogators struck a
neutral and respectful stance. Rates of
detainee disclosure were also higher
when they were interrogated in comfortable physical settings.”
Torture is effective if you want to
punish your enemies, but not if you
want to use them.
Testimonies from U.S. Army personnel back up these findings. But
like an action movie junkie, the CIA
appears more interested in living out
tired scenes of righteous violence than
focusing on the more subtle methods
that could actually save lives.
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Illinois defeats EWU in quarterfinal, 59-46
By Sam Deal
sports editor
The Eagles watched their championship aspirations fly away from them on
Dec. 3 when the team lost to the Illinois
State University Redbirds, 59-46.
ISU, who boasted a front line unlike
any the Eagles saw this season, rushed
for over 330 yards and were 10 of 16 on
third downs.
“We are a pretty physical team; that’s
the way we like to play,” said Redbird
head coach Brock Spack. “We play a
pretty efficient running game; we did
what we wanted to do.”
The Eagles played a choppy first
half filled with uncharacteristic play
including errant throws and multiple
dropped passes, but trailed by only
seven points at the half. ISU would
open up the second half outscoring
the Eagles, 21-3, in the third quarter,
with junior running back Marshaun
Coprich scoring two of his four total
touchdowns.
“As a whole offense, we have definitely played better,” said quarterback
Vernon Adams Jr. “We have to be on
point against a team like this. … These
teams are good, and you can’t make too
many mistakes against teams like this.”

Coprich and Redbirds quarterback
Tre Robinson combined for over 500
yards in the game.
“The swarm of our [defense] was a
half step behind today,” said EWU linebacker Ronnie Hamlin. “They are a great
team and a great offense. They had our
number today.”
The Eagles did have a late rally in
the fourth quarter, putting up 26 points
largely with big connections between
Vernon Adams and his receiving corps.
The final effort was not enough for an
EWU victory.
“We wanted to stay in one personnel
group and score as fast as we can,” said
quarterback coach Zak Hill. “We knew
we needed to score quickly.”
The Eagles’ fate was sealed when
they failed to convert an onside kick and
recovery with just under two minutes
left in the game.
While the Eagles’ offense exploded
in the final quarter, their defense was
still unable to stop the ISU offense who
seemed to come up with a big play every
time momentum was swinging back toward EWU.
“They made the plays, and we
didn’t,” said Hamlin. “Their quarterback
is good, and if you give him time he is
going to make the right play.”

Photo by Anna Mills
ISU defensive player attempts to take down wide reciever Cooper Kupp.

Men’s tennis welcomes
new player Vuk Vuckovic
By Elohino Theodore
senior reporter
EWU’s men’s tennis team will be adding top-ten nationally ranked Serbian player,
Vuk Vuckovic to their roster for the 2015
spring season.
Vuckovic is from Belgrade, Serbia, where he received numerous accolades
and honors.
“I have some pretty reliable sources that have seen
[Vuckovic] play,” said men’s
tennis coach Steve Clark.
Vuckovic
“I’m not going to put pressure on him by saying where he should be
in the lineup. He should be able to contribute
significantly to the team.”
Vuckovic has won national championships in 14-and-under, 16-and-under and
18-and-under competitions. As a tennis
player, Vuckovic has placed in the top five
in 12-and-under, 14-and-under and 18-andunder competitions.
“I have been training for 11 years,” said
Vuckovic. “I have won many tournaments
and I was within the top five tennis junior
players in my country. I think that I will be a
good addition to the team’s game.”
Vuckovic will be with the team on Jan.
10 when they compete at the University
of Oregon.
“There’s meetings he has to go through
and he’s got to get all of that kind of situated,” said Clark.
In 2012, Vuckovic was nationally ranked
as No. 2 and by the end of the season, he was
No. 4. In 2013, Vuckovic had another top
national rank as No. 5. He ended up finishing the 2013 season as No. 9. In 2014, he was
ranked as No. 8 with wins against top-ranked
Association of Tennis Professionals and International Tennis Federation players.
“He’s more of an all-court player; he feels

really comfortable with volleys,” said Clark.
“A lot of times, you recruit players and then
it remains to be seen what they do at a certain
level. I expect him to contribute in singles and
doubles and to be fairly high up in the lineup.”
Vuckovic also talked about what he has to
offer for EWU tennis. “My strengths in tennis are my service and my physical and mental condition,” said Vuckovic. He said he is
really looking forward to meeting all of his
teammates and is looking forward to the college experience.
As a student, he will be majoring in business and management.
In an interview with goeags.com, Vuckovic said, “I think that Eastern Washington University has a great tennis team and there are
good conditions for tennis so I can improve
my career.”
Clark said discovering Vuckovic was a
fairly simple process while recruiting.
“I get emails daily with videos of players
from around the world or even in the country,” said Clark. “So you have different ways
that you recruit people.”
Clark said a source close to him made him
aware of Vuckovic’s talent.
“Basically, I was talking to a friend of
mine, and I said, ‘Hey, man, I’m looking for a
player,’” said Clark. “This guy is pretty high
up, he kind of knows a lot about tennis, and
he said, ‘Well, there’s a guy I know in Serbia,’
so that’s how we connected.”
This offer is giving Vuckovic an opportunity that he would not get in Serbia. “You
either have to play [professionally] or you do
academics in other countries, there’s no combo,” said Clark. “It’s not something where
you can combine the two.” Vuckovic can
now do both while attending Eastern.
From talking with Vuckovic on the phone,
Clark gave his views on his first impression.
“He’s very responsible and proactive,”
said Clark. “He knows kind of what he
wants to do.”

Player’s father dies after
collapse in the EWU stands

Provided by @700ESPN
Eastern football team gives a moment of silence after John Rodgers collapse.

John Rodgers passed on Dec. 26 at Sacred Heart Hospital
By Sam Deal
sports editor
John Rodgers, the father of Eagles
All-American offensive lineman Jake
Rodgers, died Dec. 26.
John suffered a medical emergency
in the stands of Roos Field in the final
EWU game of the season against Illinois
State University on Dec. 13.
Paramedics performed CPR while
the game was stopped and were able
to rush John Rodgers to Providence Sacred Heart Medical Center, where he re-
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University, 76-52. The Bearkats outscored EWU 42-31 in the first half and
34-21 in the second half.
In their last non-conference road
game, the Eagles fell to the University
of California, 78-67, on Dec. 19. The
Golden Bears outshot Eastern 57 percent to 42.6 percent for the game.
“We learned a lot from our road trip
and it made us a better team,” said Harvey. “We had the opportunity to learn
from our mistakes and that helped better us for Big Sky play.”
EWU ended their losing streak with
a win at home against Lewis-Clark
State College, 87-81.
With that victory, Eastern finished
with a 9-4 record against non-conference opponents this season. Eastern
outscored Lewis-Clark State 43-30 in
the first half, and had 19 assists and 42
points in the paint.
Jois joined Harvey by reaching the
1,000 point mark, he had 13 points and
seven rebounds for the game. Freshman

mained until his death.
Eastern Head Coach Beau Baldwin
released this statement regarding the
Rodgers family loss: “On behalf of the
entire Eastern Washington University
family and our football program, our
thoughts, hearts and prayers go out to
Jake Rodgers and his family during this
very tough time. Jake, his family and the
memory of John have become a huge
part of the Eagle football family these
past two years, and we will reach out to
help in any way possible now and in the
future. We will be there for them.”

forward Bogdan Bliznyuk had a season
high of 13 points.
“Our mindset stays the same, one
game at a time,” said Harvey. “We know
what we are capable of doing night in
and night out. But it’s on us to do it.”
The Eagles began conference play
on Jan. 1 where they faced Weber State
University at home. Thanks to a career
high of 39 points by Harvey, Eastern
defeated the Wildcats, 84-78.
Other top performers included
Jois, who had 18 points, eight rebounds and five blocks. Brandon finished with seven points, six assists
and eight rebounds.
Eastern played their second conference game on Jan. 3 against Idaho State
University. The Eagles were defeated
the Bengals, 65-57.
Eastern received big production
from their bench, 30 points. Freshman
forward Bogdan Bliznyuk scored a career high of 17 points. Jois and harvey
both finished with 16 points, Jois had
eight rebounds in the game.
The Eagles play on the road against
the University of Idaho on Jan. 10.

Photo by Anna Mills

Vernon Adams Jr., Eastern’s
quarterback, prays before the
Illinois State quarterfinal game at
the Inferno on Dec. 13.

